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Abstract 

The paper defined and analyzed the concepts of creativity, inventions and 
innovation in relation to the broad subject of the Fine and Applied Arts. It 
identified how these attributes are measured and implemented through the 
conceptual to the production processes. It further went on to establish that as 
a result of growth in creativity and inventions in the arts, various art forms or 
subject areas in the Fine and Applied Arts have witnessed great improvement 
over the years. New techniques, media and packaging as well as marketing 
art works are changing positively to the advantage of the art practitioners, 
especially in developed countries and a few developing third world countries 
including Nigeria. It concluded that without art, there is no creativity and 
where there is no creativity; there can be no invention of any sort. 

 
 

Through the ages, Fine and Applied Arts have been essential to human 
existence. When people create sounds, images, gestures and words, they discover ways 
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by which to shape and share their feelings, imaginations, ideas and thoughts with 
others. 

Bernadine (2008) maintained thar art is the product of creative human activity 
in which materials are shaped or selected to convey an idea, emotion or visually 
interesting form. By nature, man is born with creative abilities and through this, during 
the prehistoric period, man even though a wanderer and gatherer, invented tools that 
would be useful to him given his circumstances. Then,creative thinking and 
sensibilities were put into play. It is believed that man’s creative abilities continued to 
grow as he faced different challenges of everyday life. He was able to invent tools for 
his hunting and eventually for farming when he invented agriculture.  

From time immemorial, man has exhibited his talent for artistic work. He 
invented means of communication by the use of symbols. It is important to note that 
the manifestation of a person’s creativity is exhibited when he is trying to solve a 
problem. Artin time past was mainly used for religious, political and sometimes for 
socio-cultural purposes. Today, art is taught in schools not only for the purpose of 
decoration and aesthetics, but to help students develop imaginative prowess necessary 
for creativity and invention which will hatchsolutions to problems being faced in 
society. This makes art an imperative in contemporary education. 

Uzoagba (2000) stated that the distinctions in the arts have arisen by custom 
and convenience as part of a historical process. Art forms are continually changing; as 
society changes, art takes a new form. In every age, new techniques are invented and 
old forms are discarded or reviewed or combined with the new.  

Half sociologist, half engineer, theyoung painter, gradually drives himself with 
new materials and scientific knowledge restlessly searches for new forms, and may 
eventually produce an art that is in sympathy with the new scientific age.These 
aesthetic inventions are then discharged into industry and the mass media. As a result, 
a host of other art forms become associated with painting, mosaic, stained glass, 
tapestry, carpet design, painted pottery and tiles, enamel work and prints.  

Drama was initially a simple affair, using only words and gestures (mime), but 
today it has grown to become very elaborate, involving music and dancing, costumes, 
make ups, lighting, stage design, stage engineering, mask and puppets. Photography 
which was developed from painting and inevitably led to silent motion pictures and 
thenreturnedto drama in a new form with the dramatic action developed visually into 
movies and videos.  

Despite the various creativity and inventions and innovations that have been 
brought into the arts including the diversity of art forms, all arts are hybrids. There are 
factors common to art all arts. Basically, they are all emotional in their appeals; they 
are expressive of human feelings and reactions, they are attempts to give organization 
and meaning to experience, and they are statements of values.  
 

Malise Turba Dateba and Dabels Yunius 
 

Journal of Resourcefulness and Distinction, Volume 11 No. 1, December, 2015:   ISSN 2276-9684 
  



 
3 

 

The Concept of Creativity and Invention: Ogbe(2002) defined creativity as the 
process and ability to bring to life anything new, even if, at least to the maker.He went 
on to say that creativity could also be regarded as the behavior of people in inventing a 
new form, pattern, or idea into an already existing one.  

The word creativity comes from a Latin term ‘Creo’ which means “to create, 
make” and its derivational suffixes also come from Latin. The word “create” appeared 
in the English language as early as the 14th Century, notably in Chaucer’s works. 
However, its modern meaning as an act of human creation did not emerge until after 
the period of enlightenment. 

Mwark (2013) defined creativity as the capacity of persons to produce 
compositions and ideas of any sort which are essentially novel and previously 
unknown to the producer. It can be an imaginative activity or thoughts synthesis where 
the product is not a mere summation. Furthermore, Junking Mcfee in Uzoagba (2002) 
defined creativity as the ability to invent new symbols and ideas to improve on 
established organizations into new organizations and to integrate new or borrowed 
ideas into previously organized systems or situations. 

The Dialectics of creativity and mental Health (1961) in Uzoagba (2002) also 
said that creativity is a process of individual experience of one’s uniqueness. To be 
creative then is to be one’s self. 

Mbahi (2015) looked at creativity as the genesis of the notion of free 
expression and that creativity is central to art. He further explained that creativity is 
related to originality and imagination. It requires imagination to understand and create 
a work of art.  

Many educationists and psychologists have propounded different stages of 
creativity. However, the opinion that sits across these varying theories is that of 
Wallace (1978). According to him, for creativity to take place, these four stages must 
occur. The stages are preparation, incubation, verification and the solution.   
 
Measurement of Creativity: Guilford (1970) looked at the problem of assessing 
creative potentials of children from the consideration of factor analysis. He argued that 
there are four different abilities that play different roles in creative operations which is 
the same for both divergent and convergent thinking. The abilities include; fluency, 
flexibility, originality and elaboration.  
 
Invention: The Webster’s World Explorer Encyclopedic Dictionary (2005, 6th Ed) 
defined invention as a productive imagination, discovery, defining. It also says 
invention could mean a device, contrivance, or process originated after study and 
experiment. 

Docie (2004) says an invention is a unique or novel device, method, 
compostion or process. It may be an improvement upon a machine or product or a new 
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process for creating an object or a result. An invention that achieves a completely 
unique function for creating an object or a result may be a radical break through. Such 
works are novel and not obvious to others skilled in the same field.  

Some inventions can be patented. A patent legally protects the intellectual 
property rights of the inventor and legally recognizes that a claimed invention is 
actually an invention. The rules and requirements for patenting an invention vary from 
country to country; and the process of obtaining a patent is often expensive.  

Another measuring of invention is cultural invention which is an innovative set 
of useful societal behaviors adopted by people and passed on to others. The institute for 
social inventions collected many such ideas in magazines and books. Invention is also 
an important component of artistic and design creativity.  
Inventions often extend the boundaries of human knowledge, experience or capability.  
 
Implementing Inventions: Inventions get out into the World in different ways. Some 
are sold, licensed, or given away as products or services. Simply exhibiting visual art, 
playing music or having a performance gets many artistic inventions out into the 
World. Believing in the success of an invention can involve risk, so it can be difficult 
to obtain support and funding, grants, inventor associations, clubs and business 
incubators can provide the mentoring, skills and resources some inventors need. 
Success at getting an invention out into the World requires passion and good 
entrepreneurial skills.  

If you have a brainstorm meeting and dream up dozens of new ideas then you 
have displayed creativity, but there is no innovation until something gets implemented. 
Somebody has to take a risk and deliver something for a creative idea to be twined into 
an innovation. An invention might be a product or device or method that has never 
existed before. So every invention is an innovation. But every invention is not an 
innovation. Copyright (a) 2015 Business insider Inc.  
 
Fine and Applied Arts: Banjoko (2009) defines art as a very wide human 
activityinvolving some skills. It is imaginative, creative and aaesthetic in nature. One 
uncontroversial thing about art is that it affects almost every aspect of man’s life. He 
further explains that art can be said to be the universal language of self – expression of 
man in his cultural and natural environment through the use of some materials, skills 
and technique to produce various works for self-satisfaction, utility and beauty or 
aesthetics.  

Fine and Applied Arts, according to Mwark (2013) are directly under the 
visual art. She stated that “Fine Arts” has to do with appreciating the beautiful and we 
use it to describe that branch of art which has no other function than the appeal it 
makes to man’s sense of beauty and higher emotion. Drawing, paintings, sculpture, 
Architecture are examples of Fine Arts while the Applied arts are also called industrial, 
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functional or plastic arts. Examples of Applied Arts include graphics, textiles, 
ceramics, photography, interior design, furniture design, metal work, industrialdesign 
etc. 

Uzoagba (2000) states that applied arts are those arts which are concerned with 
the making of objects to serve a particular purpose or perform a certain function. The 
chieftain is to make something useful and of commercial value. Often, such objects are 
beautiful as well.  

Those arts that are not considered under the fine and applied arts are classified 
under the dramatic or theatre arts, or sometimes refereed to as performing arts. 
Examples of such arts include: Music, dance, drama, poetry, journalism, folklore, and 
literature. In music, drama, the artist uses words and actions to express himself and 
communicate his feelings to his audience directly without the intervention of a visual 
medium of communication. Likewise in poetry, the poet uses the medium of words and 
actions to express himself and communicates his feelings to his audience directly 
without the intervention of a visual medium of communication. Likewise in poetry, the 
poet uses the medium of words to express his thoughts and emotions. 
 
The Role of Creativity and Inventions in Fine and Applied Arts:Most people 
associate creativity with the fields of art and literature. In these fields, originality is 
considered to be a sufficient condition for creativity, unlike other fields where both 
originality and appropriateness are necessary as expressed by Balzac (2006).  

In the art practice and theory of DavorDzalto, human creativity is taken as a 
basic feature of both the personal existence of human being and art production. For this 
thinker, creativity is a basic cultural and anthropological category, since it enables 
human manifestation in the world as a ‘real presence” in contrast to the progressive 
“virtualization” of the world (Florida 2002). 

It has been already established earlier that art, creativity and invention are 
greatly linked. The constant practice and production of art works help to develop an 
individual’s skill and thus creativity in also developed. Highly creative persons easily 
become inventors of new ideas, means, techniques or products. Inventors may, for 
example, try to improve something by making it more effective, healthier, faster, more 
efficient and easier to use and to serve more purposes. They can also make such 
products more long lasting, cheaper, more ecologically friendly, or aesthetically 
different, higher weight, more ergonomic, structurally different, with new light or 
colour properties, etc.  

As a result of growth in creativity and inventions in the arts, various art forms 
or subject areas in the fine and applied arts have witnessed great improvement over the 
years. New techniques, media and packaging as well as marketing of art works are 
positively changing to the advantage of art practitioners especially in developed 
countries and some third world countries, Nigeria inclusive. It can then make us to 
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conclude that without art, there will be no creativity and where there is no creativity; 
there will be no invention of any sort. 
 
Fine and Applied Arts for Self-reliance: Art, according to Okpu in Eze (1995), has 
been the live wire of every society over the years touching every sphere of human live 
and activity. This is why art is considered a universal language. Art is concerned 
primarily with the creation of beauty and generally taken to include painting, sculpture, 
architecture, poetry and music are sometimes added. Just like any vocational education 
program, its aim is to train individuals to acquire skills for gainful employment in any 
of the above mentioned subject areas and become self reliant.  

In a developing country like Nigeria, a sound knowledge of practical artistic 
skills is very necessary in order to build a strong, self reliant dynamic and egalitarian 
society. Uzoka and Okafor (2002) noted that the development of skills varies with the 
nature complexity and the type of activity. They also notedthat an individual who goes 
for the skills training should possess the necessary requirements and interest.  

Skills development in the Fine and Applied Arts is therefore very important for 
prudent harnessing of our nation’s human resources for the promotion of economic 
emancipation, political stability, socio-cultural and religious integration and peaceful 
co-existence. Thus Njoku (2001) emphasized that a skill acquisition is essential for the 
development of intrinsic potentials in individuals to enable them develop their 
intellectual, physical and economic capabilities.   

The philosophy of Fine and Applied Art is centred on the acquisition of 
knowledge and skills that can be applied for purposeful living in one’s environment or 
in the larger society. This sums up why Read (1964) in Alau and Olatere (2001) saw 
Fine and Applied Arts Education as a process of instilling artistic skills for visual, 
literary expression in the form of images, sounds, movements, tools and utensils. This 
implies that anyone who has acquired the skills of making good sounds can be an 
orator or poet (literary art). Likewise, one who has the skills of making tools and 
utensils can be a good craftsman (applied arts). 

There are several areas in the field of Fine and Applied Arts where by an 
individual can be trained and become very skillful, creative and inventive and be able 
to produce different art works either for aesthetic value or to perform certain functions 
in the house, offices, halls or even outside in the streets and roundabout of our roads. 
These areas include – painting, sculpture, textiles design, ceramics, graphic art, drama, 
photography, music, dance, play writing, etc. 

Due to much improvement in creativity and inventions, various fields in the 
Fine and Applied Arts have witnessed great improvement and new media techniques 
and products of art are found and seen everywhere in the Nigerian Societies. Colleges 
of Education offer courses in Fine and Applied Arts and such students offering courses 
in the departments of Fine and Applied Arts are taught all these courses and at the end 
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of their studies they specialize in one of the subject areas. They are exposed to these 
skills and training in order to make them competent enough to teach in primary schools 
or junior secondary schools or even open up their own art studios where they render 
their services for people within their immediate environment who need such services. 
Income generated from such services can make the artists become self-reliant and can 
even make them become employers of labour.  

Some examples of works and sources offered by these artistes include graphic 
art works like signboards/posts, bill boards, neon signs, traffic/road signs, posters, 
handbills, calendars, greeting cards, wedding cards, banners, printing on mugs, face – 
caps, T-shirts, rubber stamps, office labels, desk name plates, name tags, etc.  

Works in painting include portrait paintings, landscape, still life imaginative 
compositions paintings, abstract paintings, etc. where such works are bought and used 
to decorate private and public places. Works in textile design include clothesdyeing, tie 
and dye works, batik, embroidery, tapestry, etc.  

In ceramics, the artists can produce works like mugs, flower vases, ash trays, 
bowls, jugs, jars etc which can be done in commercial qualities using the potter’s 
wheel. The artists can venture into sculpture, drama and photography where they can 
become real professionals and become self reliant.  
 
Conclusion 

 Skills acquired through the learning of Find and Applied Arts could be useful 
in upgrading the lives of individuals, especially our youth who are very strong and 
energetic and are prone to being used for bad behaviours in the society. It is therefore 
needful that the skills acquired are put into practice and encouraged by the government 
to enable these individuals sustain themselves thereby serving the society and country 
as a whole. This will drastically reduce the rate of Nigerians running to Europe, South 
Africa and other African countries in search of a source of livelihood. The rate of 
unemployment too will be greatly reduced if the youth of this country are supported 
financially to be trained in the Fine and Applied Arts courses then these youth will 
keep their brains thinking and their hands working and the resultant effect will be that 
creativity will increase and inventions will surface frequently in our country. 
 
Recommendations 

 In order to promote creativity and inventions, the following recommendations 
were made: 
1. Government should provide our Colleges of Education and Universities 

offering Five and Applied Art courses with a variety of learning materials, 
equipment and competent teachers in such fields which will make it easier to 
explore various skills, techniques, and media in producing things.  
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2. Art teachers should employ various teaching methods and avoid restricting the 
students but encourage them towards exploration and personal discoveries.   

3. A good physical and psychological environment should be provided for 
learning’s in our schools and Colleges which will promote creativity in 
learners.  

4. Art exhibitions, competitions and field trips to be organized for art students in 
Nigerian schools and Colleges.  
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